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The Progressive Conservative Party of Ontario 
401-19 Duncan Street 

Toronto, Ontario 
M5H 3H1 

 
To: Gerry Brissenden 
 President 

Canadian Snowbird Association    
180 Lesmill Road  
Toronto, ON  M3B 2T5 
 

 
From: PC Party of Ontario 
 
Re: Canadian Snowbird Association Survey Response 
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to write to the Ontario PC Party regarding some of the important issues 
facing those who regularly travel to and from Ontario.  We appreciate having been made aware of these 
issues and would like to take this opportunity to outline some of the Ontario PC Party’s policies. 
 
First and foremost, a John Tory PC Government will provide better health care in Ontario with a plan 
that is built on four principles: timely, universal access; the need for significant, reliable, responsible 
growth in health spending; a constant search for ways to improve care; and, respect for patients and 
providers alike. Our plan calls for significant, annual, responsible growth in investment in health care 
such that by the fourth year of our mandate, we are spending more than $8.5 billion more than current 
annual spending by the McGuinty Liberals.   
 
But we recognize that it’s not just about how much you spend.  John Tory’s “better planning for better 
health care” plan is based on the premise that when it comes to health care, one thing matters most: 
results.  Our plan will provide Ontarians’ with full value from every dollar.  As long as universal 
accessibility is always protected and no one can buy access to better health care in Ontario, we will 
involve the private sector where there are opportunities to shorten waiting lists and improve access to 
high-quality, publicly-funded care. 
 
These measures will, among other things, ensure that a John Tory PC Government will improve access 
to services for Ontarians in every region of the province, decreasing wait times and increasing capacity 
of the current health care system to serve more patients.   
 
We will ensure that Ontarians have access to family doctors by increasing the number of doctors in 
Ontario, supporting retention and repatriation efforts, and bringing more health care professionals into 
family health teams.  This includes an investment of $400 in new money by 2011-2012 to retain and 
recruit doctors and nurses, a comprehensive long-term physician recruitment strategy, deferral of loan 
payments for medical graduates during residency, strengthened support for nurses by implementing an 
80/20 mentoring strategy and a commitment to 70 per cent full time employment for nurses.  In addition, 
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a John Tory PC Government will support Ontarians with chronic disease in maintaining their 
independence and staying healthy through prevention, early detection and self-management.  Our 
commitment includes $50 million for chronic disease management programs such as pilot programs for 
seven nurse-led clinics that will provide help within Ontario communities. 
 
Our plan also calls for the implementation of a much overdue, province-wide electronic health records 
program.  By providing each Ontarians with a secure, private, lifetime record of their patient history and 
care, we will enable doctors and nurses to spend less time on paperwork and more time with patients.  
It will allow more patients to be treated with fewer mistakes and less duplication of effort, saving 
hundreds of millions of dollars and improving health care overall.  We have committed to spending $540 
million over four years to deliver this important technology solution by the year 2014.   
 
We hope that you will have time to review our platform, “For a Better Ontario: Leadership Matters” 
(www.leadershipmatters.ca) and our health care policies in particular.  This platform is not just an 
election platform, it is one for government.  It was developed after more than two years of consultations 
with members of our party and other Ontarians from across the province and it provides greater details 
about our commitment to improving health care in the province of Ontario than we are able to provide in 
this forum.   
 
We recognize that we have not addressed your specific questions, but hope that this provides you with 
an overview of some of the relevant portions of our Party’s platform.   Following the election, we would 
welcome the opportunity to arrange a meeting to discuss more specific policy issues and to determine 
ways that the Canadian Snowbirds Association could work together with a John Tory Government to 
address your concerns. 
 
 
 
 
 


